2013 update on the management of posterior capsular rupture during cataract surgery.
Posterior capsular rupture (PCR) is an infrequent complication of cataract surgery that can lead to significant ocular morbidity and permanent vision loss. In the setting of PCR, the primary objective is the safe and thorough evacuation of vitreous and lens fragments from the anterior segment. The secondary objective is the stable placement of an intraocular lens (IOL) selected for best refractive outcomes. Expedited referral to vitreoretinal specialists is recommended for management of posteriorly dislocated lens material and surveillance for retinal injury. It is the intention of this review to present current guidelines for the management of PCR. There are new techniques available to anterior and posterior segment surgeons in the setting of PCR. Endoillumination may facilitate visualization during anterior vitrectomy and the IOL may be used as a pupillary barrier to prevent loss of lens fragments. When secondary procedures are needed, early return to the operating room and small-gauge pars plana techniques may reduce patient morbidity. When approached carefully and systematically, patients may have good outcomes in the setting of PCR. Recent advancements in instrumentation and technique encourage further study and may lead to new standards of care.